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Unit 0
Future careers

 In this unit you will

• find out about various types of secondary schools
• speak about your choice of secondary school
• get ready for a mock entrance exam

Hi Jane! 

Hi Mia, what are you up to?

Which one?

Like what, for example?

And what would you prefer?

I wish we were right. 

Well, that’s true. The fee isn’t that high and you can postpone 
the final decision. It’ll work out, don’t worry. Just fill in  
the application form and send it off.

Secondary School of Art and Design. It’s always been my  
dream, you know. But I’m still so scared of the placement test  
and the whole selection procedure.

Nothing interesting, really. I’m browsing the website of a nursing 
school in Prague.

Hi Jane!

And what about you? What school are you applying to?

The one in our neighbourhood. But, you know, I’m so full of doubt. 
I don’t know which nursing school I should choose – there are so 
many of them and each one has its pros and cons.

If I apply to the school near my home, I won’t have to travel and I will 
have more free time. However, if I start attending a boarding school in 
another town, I might experience what real student life is like.

Actually, I’d like to have my old friends near me. Anyway, I’ll probably 
apply to more than one school, just to have a better chance of 
succeeding at the entrance exam. My parents also suggest applying 
to a grammar school. They think I’d be better prepared for studying 
medicine at university in case I decide to become a doctor.

Yeah, that’s true. I’m nearly envious of your clear decision. If you 
know what you really want, you’ll have it! The selection procedure 
is just a milestone on the way. Don’t doubt your skills! What you 
have to do now is to make your decision and meet the deadline for 
the application. The rest will work out – exactly as you said before.
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Listen and repeat.

a)  Both girls are sure with their choice  
of secondary school.

b)  Jane is afraid she may fail  
the entrance exam.

c) Both girls encourage each other.

1   What is Mia doing at the moment?
 a)  Filling in the application form for a secondary school.
 b)  Browsing the website of one particular nursing  

school in Prague.
 c)  Browsing the websites of various nursing schools in 

the region.
 d)  Discussing the choice of school with her parents.
2   How does Mia feel about the application process?

 a) She is excited.
 b) She is scared.
 c) She is full of doubt.
 d) She is bored.

3    Does Mia want to experience what real student 
life is like?

 a) Yes, she mentions it as an option.
 b) No, she is scared of that option.
 c) No, but she offers it to Jane.
 d)  Yes, she has already decided to apply to boarding 

schools only.

Work in pairs. Read the chat between Mia and Jane and decide which of 
the statements are true (T) and which ones are false (F).

Listen to the conversation again and choose the right answer. 

Applying to a school

an entrance exam a secondary school to send off a fee

a placement test to apply to a selection procedure student life

education an application form a deadline a boarding school

Application process

I must fill in the application form. Will I be admitted?

I must send off the application. My nightmare is that I will miss the deadline.

I’m so scared of the placement test. I am bad at meeting deadlines.

Let’s see if I pass the entrance exams. I will forget to pay the fees.

I’m afraid I will fail the entrance exams.

d) Mia wants to study art and design.
e)  Jane’s parents want Jane to  

become a doctor.
f)  Mia is afraid of falling out of touch  

with her old friends. 

4   Why does Mia want to apply to more than 
one school?

 a)  To make sure she stays in touch with her 
old friends.

 b)  To have a better chance  
of getting accepted.

 c) To show everyone how cool she is.
 d) To satisfy her parents.
5   Why do Mia’s parents want Mia to apply 

to a grammar school? 
 a) Because they consider it a better option.
 b)  In case she fails the entrance exam at  

the nursing school.
 c)  In case she later decides to become 

a doctor. 
 d) Just for fun.

1

2

a)  What do you want to do after this school year?
b)  What are your secondary school preferences?
c)  Have your parents helped you with the choice? If yes, how? If not, why?
d) How many applications are you going to send off?
e)  Will there be an entrance exam? If yes, how do you feel about it?
f)  Where is your preferred secondary school situated? Is it far from your home? Is it a boarding school? 

Tell me more about it.

Work in pairs. Ask and answer these questions.4

3

WB p. 6, 8, 9
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Secondary education

Types of school
nursery school, primary school, secondary school, technical school, grammar school, business 
school, hospitality school, vocational training school, nursing school, college, university

Adjectives compulsory, optional, state, private

Jobs
a doctor, a pilot, an engineer, a nurse, a teacher, a vet, a journalist, an accountant, a scientist, 
a shop assistant, a hairdresser, a beautician, a builder

0A  Choice of school

Listen and repeat. 

Work in pairs. Look at the pictures, identify the profession and say what type of you should apply to if you want 
the job. 

Work in groups. What school are you going to apply to? What kind of person are you? What would you like to be? 
Interview at least three other students in your group and present your results to the class.

To become an engineer, you should apply to a technical school.

WB p.  6, 7, 
10, 11

a)  When is the application due?
b) Is there an entrance exam or an interview?
c) What subjects do the entrance exams concentrate on?

EXAMPLE:

EXAMPLE: I interviewed Jane. She hasn’t decided yet but she’ll probably apply to a nursing school or 
a secondary school of education. She isn’t a technical person and she prefers helping people. She wants to 
work with children, either as a nurse or as a teacher in a nursery school.

Choice of school

I have to choose the right school. Will I be able to study medicine at a university? 

I want to establish a career as a beautician.
To become an engineer, you should apply to  
a technical school.

She isn’t a technical person. She prefers helping people. Communicative people have a better chance of succeeding.

What should Daniel focus on? Will I pass the school-leaving exam?

a)

b)

c)

d)

e)

f)

Search the Internet. Go to the websites of schools you are applying to and find out the following information. 
Present your results to the class.

1

2

3

4

VIDEO

1

d) How many languages are obligatory?
e) What special subjects will you have?
f) What kind of profession can you do after graduation?
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Speak in pairs. Match the phrases to the photos and complete the names of the jobs.

Work in pairs. Ask each other questions about the friends in the video. Write down your advice. Then discuss 
your suggestions in class.

Interview three of your classmates. Ask them about their choice of school (based on their research in exercise 4). 
Try to learn as many details as possible.

WB p.  6, 7, 
10, 11

a)  Jane and Mia are gossiping.
b) Daniel acts as a reporter.
c) Jane wants to apply to a nursing school.
d)  Mia can’t imagine what she will prefer after  

the school-leaving exam.
e) Jane has a problem with meeting deadlines.
f) Jane is considering a vocational training school. 

a)  It’s difficult to choose…
b) I’ve always struggled with physics. I’m not a very technical…
c)  My brother is going to take the school-leaving exam  

this year. He is graduating…
d) What are you interested…?

a) What should Daniel focus on?
b) What should Mia do?
c) What does Jane need? 

a) What would you like to become?
b)  What schools are you applying to? Are they state  

or private schools?
c) Have you already sent off your applications?
d)  What are the main subjects at your new school?  

Which of them are compulsory and which are optional?

Copy the sentence beginnings into your exercise book. 
Think of a proper ending. It may be one or more words.

8

9

7

5

1   I want to establish a career as a   and treat 

illnesses and injuries.

2   I will be able to study medicine and take care of 

people’s teeth   .

3   I’m a technical person. I want to be an  .

4   She is quite communicative. She could succeed  

as a   .

5   I like working with children. Maybe I should 

become a    in a nursery school.

a)

d)

c)

b)

e)

Work in pairs. Watch Daniel’s video and decide if 
the statements are true (T) or false (F).6

VIDEO

2

e) What will you do if you fail…?
f) Communicative people have a better….
g)  I want to establish a career as a beautician. 

I will focus…
h) My best friend wants to study…

d) Which school should Jane apply to?
e) What could Daniel do to establish a career as a journalist?
f) What or who might help them to choose the right school?
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0B Entrance exams

Listen and repeat.

WB p. 7, 12, 13

At the entrance interview

to be interested in skills
to admire 
(somebody)

to be proud of strength to attend
work 
experience

to be good at × be 
bad at

to be keen 
on (UK)

to spend your 
free time

achievement weakness
to do voluntary 
work

to succeed

Work in pairs. Look at the photos and answer the questions.2

1

a)  What do you see in the photos?
b)  What are they doing  

in the photos?
c) Where are they in the photos?
d) What is the atmosphere like?

1

Listen to Allison. She is describing her grammar school entrance exam. Which photo from exercise 2 is she describing?3

Work in pairs. Draw a school with dice.  

1  Roll the dice to find out the questions. 

2   Read the question attached to the face of the dice. 

3   If your partner answers the question, he / she  

can draw a part of the school.  

LET’S
PLAY

What are your strengths?  
Draw a big square for the school.

Do you have any skills?  
Draw a window on the right.

What are your weaknesses?  
Draw a door.

Do you do any volunteer work?  
Draw a roof.

What subject are you most interested in?  
Draw one window on the left.

Do you have any work experience?  
Draw the chimney.

4   If you roll the same number, you still need to answer  

the question but you cannot draw the part of the school.

5   The game finishes when one student finishes drawing  

all parts of the school.

Work in pairs. Ask and answer the questions. 4

a)  What are you good at? 
b)  What are you bad at?
c) What are you interested in?

d) How do you spend your free time?
e) What do you want to do after your studies? 
f) Who do you admire and why?

VIDEO

3
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Listen and repeat.

WB p. 7, 12, 13

Personality traits

confused self-conscious persistent imaginative a team worker sincere

incompetent indecisive dutiful handy shy unconfident

talented hard-working creative practical frank insecure

5

a)  Divide the words into positive and negative personality traits.
b) Answer the questions. Which personality traits do you possess? Which would you like to change? 

b)  Write down 5 words from the orange table that 
you think they will use in the video. Tick them off 
while watching the video.

a)  What do you think 
the Bloggers are 
talking about? 

Work in pairs. Look at the photo and answer the questions. 6

a)  Jane passed the drama school's entrance interview. 
b)  Jane feels like she was good at the interview.
c) Jane believes that she speaks English very well.
d) Mia took the same exam as Jane.
e)  The teacher believes Jane should be more confident 

and believe in herself more. 

Watch the video. Are the sentences true (T), false (F) 
or does not say (DS)?

Watch the video again. Choose a), b) or c).

7

8

VIDEO

4

Answer Jane’s questions.9

1   Jane thinks…
 a) the interview was a success.
 b) the interview was terrible.
 c) the interview was not challenging enough.
2   Jane is in...

 a) secondary school.
 b) nursery school. 
 c) primary school.

3   Jane loves…
 a) cooking and building.
 b) dancing and singing.
 c) fashion and design.

4   Is Jane a team worker?
 a) Yes.
 b) No.
 c) It depends.
5   Why was Jane embarrassed?

 a) She dropped her drawings on the floor.
 b) She didn’t know the answers to the questions.
 c) She doesn’t like talking to Mia.
6   Did Jane get accepted to the school?

 a) Yes.
 b) Not yet.
 c) No.

 fifteen 15

Do you have to pass an entrance interview?
What are your strengths and weaknesses?
Do we share any similar skills or  
personality traits? 



?????

vwv 

16 sixteen  

Impressions of Entrance Exams 
Read Instagram posts.

Work in pairs. Complete the quotations by matching 1)–5) to a)–e).

Work in pairs. Put the sentences in order from first to last when applying to schools.

Listen and then read the Instagram posts from students who recently took entrance exams. Rank them from  
1 – the most positive impression to 3 – the most negative impression of the entrance exams.

1

2

3

1   I took…  a) to grammar school this autumn! Wish me luck!  

2   I’m applying…  b) the entrance exam today. It was hard!  

3   I’m doing my… c) results of my entrance exam.

4   I’m waiting for the… d) entrance interview tomorrow. I am stressed! 

5   I’m so happy! I received…  e) my acceptance letter today!

I’m one step closer to my 

dream! Ever since I was a little 

girl, I’ve dreamed of working 

with animals. I’ve studied hard 

my whole life. Today I took the 

entrance exam in biology and 

chemistry and it went really 

well! Now I’m waiting to do my 

entrance interview. Send me 

good vibes in the comments! 

#goodvibes #goodvibessupport 

#veterinarystudent 

#veterinaryschool  

Doggydoctordana

I just finished my grammar school 
entrance exam in maths (ugh! My 
weakness) and literature (yay! 
My strength). I did an entrance 
interview in English and French 
too. My English interview was 
great, but I struggled with the 
French one. I’m really not sure 
if I will get accepted. I have to 
wait three weeks for the results 
and it’s already driving me 
crazy. What do you think? Give 
me love in the comments if you 
think I passed! #givemelove 
#entranceexamsupport  

Languageladylucie

Do chefs really need English? I just took the culinary school entrance exam. Unfortunately, I think I failed. Why do I need a B2 level in English to cook? I’ve always been good at cooking, but I’ve always been bad at 
English. But I won’t let this stand in the way of my goals. One day, I will be a chef. Do you think 
a chef needs to know English? #noenglishneeded #cheflife 

Chefkristof

a)  Doggydoctordana has already completed her interview. 
b)  Doggydoctordana feels positive about her  

entrance exams. 
c)  Languageladylucie feels happy about both of 

the languages she tested in.

Are the following statements true (T) or false (F)? Write the answers in your exercise book. 4
d)  Languageladylucie will find out if she is admitted 

to the grammar school in less than a month. 
e) Chefkristof will now change his future plans. 
f)  Chefkristof is confused about one specific aspect  

of the admission criteria.



Grab your readers, attention by making your first 
sentence very interesting.

Use different verb tenses to say how you feel and 
how the exam went.

Use hashtags (#) to give your Instagram themes. 

End your Instagram post by interacting with your 
readers. Ask them a question, ask their opinion, 
or ask them to do something. 

Use a lighthearted and informal tone. 
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Study the table.

Unit 0

3

You have just completed a secondary school exam. Write an Instagram post about your impressions of the exam. 
Use the phrases in the table above and the tips below.4

Work in pairs. Look at the Instragram posts again. What did each student have to do as part of their entrance 
exams? Have you ever done these things for an entrance exam?

Work in pairs. Complete the sentences with the correct preposition. Then look at the Instagram posts again and 
check your answers.

1

2

Writing an Instagram post

Step 1 – Grab your readers’ attention with 
your first sentence.

I’m one step closer to my dream! / I just finished my entrance  
exam… / Do chefs really need English?

Step 2 – Use the present simple and 
continuous to talk about how you feel or 
what you have to do now.

I’m really not sure if + past simple / I have to wait three weeks for  
the results.
Unfortunately, I think…  / Now I’m waiting to / for…

Step 3 – Use the past simple to talk about 
taking the exam and your impressions.

I just finished / took the entrance exam in maths / English...  
Today I took the culinary / grammar school entrance exams.
I did an entrance interview today / this weekend… 
Unfortunately, it didn’t go well. / …was great / bad. / I struggled with… 

Step 4 – Use the present perfect to 
talk about the goals you have had for 
sometime and how you have prepared  
for the exam.

Ever since I was little, I’ve dreamed of… 
Ever since I was young,  I’ve wanted to…  
I’ve studied for… / I’ve wanted to… my whole life.
I’ve always been good at …, but I’ve always been bad at…

Step 5 – End your Instagram post by 
asking your readers to do something. Ask 
a question or ask for their opinion.

Send me good vibes in the comments! 
Give me love in the comments if you think … / Do you think… ?

TIPS

a)  Today I took the entrance exam  biology.
b)  Send me good vibes   the comments!
c)  I did an entrance interview   English.

d)  I have to wait three weeks  the results.
e) Why do I need a B2 level  English to cook? 
f)  I’ve always been good  cooking.
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1

2

3

4
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Work in pairs or in small groups. Talk about the pictures on page 18. Follow the questions below (from 
the easiest to the most challenging). Use the phrases on the right and add your own ideas.

What is in the picture?
There is a / an ... in the picture. / There are ... in the photo.  
In the picture I can see… 
On the right / on the left / in the foreground / in the background…

Who are the people?
The people in the picture are… 
I think they are... / They might be…

What are they doing?
They are studying… 
He / She is … + ing…  

What do they look like? They are good-looking / young / tall / old...

What are they wearing? He / She is wearing a T-shirt / jeans...

Where are they? They are in / at…  They are indoors. / They are outdoors.

What are they talking about? They are talking about… / They are discussing…

What are they thinking?
Perhaps they are thinking... 
It is possible that… / It is probable that…

What is the atmosphere  
in the picture?

The atmosphere is positive / negative / relaxing / tense…

How do the people feel?

They are motivated / focused / excited…  
He / She seems to be nervous / stressed…
They don’t seem happy because…
They must be / can be…

Compare and contrast.
In picture 1 there is… while in picture 2… 
The object in picture 1 is similar to / the same as / different from…
The photos are alike / contrasting because…

What is similar?  
What is different?

The people in picture 2 are excited whereas / but… 
There is / are ... in both photos.
The similarities / differences are…

Express your opinion on  
the situations in the pictures.

I think that… 
In my opinion,…
It is obvious that…
On the other hand, …

I am convinced that…
I suppose that…
From my point of view… 

Revision

1

Answer the questions about the pictures. Discuss in pairs or small groups.

Answer the question about yourself. Talk on your own for one minute.

2

3

Picture 1  What kind of exam are the students taking? How do they feel during the exam?

Picture 2  What have the students just found out? How are they going to celebrate?

Picture 3  What kind of project are the students working on? Why are they laughing?

Picture 4   Which secondary schools has the student applied to? What job is she going to do  

in the future?

1  When was the last time you took an exam? Was it difficult? Did you pass or fail it?

2  How do you check your school results? How do you usually feel about them?

3  Are you a team worker? What are your strengths and weaknesses?

4  Which secondary school are you applying to and why? What do you need to pass the entrance exams?




